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The Vedda community is widely regarded as Sri Lankan aborigines. Throughout the centuries, 

they have managed to maintain a distinct cultural identity with their own belief systems, 

traditions, and rituals, and close affiliation to nature. The main aim of the study is to critically 

evaluate traditional Vedda songs to observe how they represent the familial bonds, livelihood, 

hardships, and the simplicity of their needs.  Using a qualitative methodology that incorporates a 

corpus-based approach combined with a mini-ethnographic design, the research critically 

analyzes early twentieth-century popular Vedda songs through data gathered from the corpus 

and the field visits to Dambana and Henanigala. The findings reveal that, while appearing 

simplistic, these songs encapsulate complex themes, including the Veddas’ deep connection to 

nature, hunting and honey-gathering practices, reliance on forest resources, familial bonding, and 

spiritual affiliations. These traditional Vedda songs remain an invaluable repository of the Vedda 

community’s heritage, offering insights into their way of life and values gradually ceasing to exist. 

The study underscores the urgent need for documentation and preservation of the Vedda songs 

to sustain this vanishing song tradition while recommending longitudinal research to explore 

further and safeguard the musical legacy of this Indigenous community. Further, a digital 

repository of the traditional Vedda songs should be created, and measures could be taken to 

revitalize them through activities that encourage intergenerational transmission in order to revive 

this dying art form. 
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.S;hl wvx.= úh hq;= m%Odk fldgia f,i mo ud,dj" ;kqj" ix.S; ks¾udKh .; yels h' 

zNdj m%ldYkhZ o jeo.;a idOlhls' .S;hl Ndj m%ldYkh hkq" .S;fha wka;¾.; idys;Huh 

wkqN+;shg .e<fmk iy Woa§mkh jk mßÈ .dhk ;dlaIKsl Ys,am l%u Ndú; lrñka .S;hg 

rihla tla lsÍuhs' .S;hl uQ,sl jYfhka wkqN+;sh wka;¾.; ù we;af;a mo ud,dfjys 

md¾Yajfhys fõ' th Woa§mkh lrkq ,nkafka .dhkh u.sks' .S;hl Ndj m%ldYkh ;Sj% lsÍu 

i|yd .dhkh fl;rï ÿrg bjy,a fõ o hkak wurfoajf.a zwE; l÷lr ysuõ wrfKaZ kï 

.S;h m¾fhaIKhg Ndckh flßKs' Ñ;%fiakf.a k, - ouhka;s ^1963& uqød kdgHfha tk" 

uy.ufialr mo rpkh l<" wurfoaj .dhkh l< zwE; l÷lr ysuõ wrfKaZ kï .S;h ;=<  

wka;¾.; jkafka zk, l=ureZ ms<sn|j isÿ lrk j¾Kkdjls' fuu m¾fhaIKh .=Kd;aul 

m¾fhaIK l%ufõoh Tiafia isÿ lrk ,È' .dhkh" .S;hl Ndj m%ldYkh flfrys fln÷ 

wdldrfhka n,mdkafka o hkak fuys m¾fhaIK .eg¨j jk w;r tfia .S;hl ri Ndj ;Sj% 

lsÍu i|yd .dhkh fl;rï bjy,a fõ oehs fidhd ne,Su fuu m¾fhaIKfha m%Odk wruqK 

fõ' fuu m¾fhaIKh i|yd m%d:ñl uQ,dY%h" oaú;shsl uQ,dY%h iy iïuqL idlÉPd hk 

l%ufõohka fhdod.kakd ,È' wurfoajf.a zwE; l÷lr ysuõ wrfKaZ kï .S;h Y%jKfhka" 

tys mo rpkh ms<sn|j mq¿,a úu¾Ykhla lsÍfuka" tys miqìu ms<sn|j fidhd ne,Sfuka yd 

tys .dhk ;dlaIKsl Ys,am l%u ms<sn|j wOHhkfhka fuu m¾fhaIKhg wod< f;dr;=re /ia 

flßKs' zwE; l÷lr ysuõ wrfKaZ .S;h ;=< wurfoaj" yskaÿia:dkS ix.S;fha tk .dhk 

;dlaIKsl Ys,am l%u fhdod" mo ud,dfõ wka;¾.; wkqN+;sh Woa§mkh lrñka Ndj m%ldYkh 

isÿ lr we;' fuys .dhkfha § ókaâ" lKa" LÜld" uq¾ls" .ula hk yskaÿia:dkS i.S;uh 

;dlaIKsl Ys,am l%u iy .dhkfha § fhdod .kakd .;sl;ajh u.ska .S;fha rih ;Sj% lr 

we;s neõ fmfka' fuu.ska .S;hl úúO .dhk ;dlaIKsl Ys,am l%u iQlaIau f,i fhdod 

.ekSu" tu .S;fha ri Ndjh ;Sj% lsÍug n,mdk m%Odk idOlhla njg ksÍlaIKh úh'    

  

uqLH mo( .dhk ;dlaIKsl Ys,am l%u" mo rpkh" Ndj m%ldYkh" idys;Huh wkqNQ;sh  

  

 

 

 


